Curriculum Intent for Music

What the Curriculum is Designed to Do:

The Key Stage 3 Music curriculum is designed to inspire creativity, foster musical understanding, and
develop a lifelong appreciation for music in all its forms. Our aim is to provide students with a broad,
balanced, and engaging musical education that encourages them to explore, perform, and compose.
We focus on building foundational musical knowledge, technical skills, and confidence, with students
gaining a deeper understanding of music's cultural, historical, and social significance. The curriculum
promotes collaboration, self-expression, and critical thinking, enabling students to find their own
musical voice while appreciating the work of others.

How We Deliver the Curriculum:

The Music curriculum at KS3 is delivered through a combination of practical and theoretical
activities. Lessons are designed to be active, student-centered, and engaging, blending music theory
with hands-on opportunities to perform, compose, and experiment with different instruments and
music technology.

We structure the curriculum around a range of musical genres, styles, and traditions, ensuring that
students experience a wide variety of musical experiences. Each unit is sequenced to progressively
build skills, with clear links between listening, performing, and composing. Students have access to
instruments such as keyboards, guitars, and drums, and are encouraged to work both individually
and in groups. Regular performances and extracurricular opportunities further enhance their
learning experience.

How We Assess Students:

Assessment in KS3 Music is ongoing and designed to be formative, helping students understand their
progress and areas for improvement. We use a combination of practical and theoretical assessments
to gauge students’ development across performance, composition, and listening skills. Assessments

include observation of class performances, peer and self-assessments, and regular teacher feedback.

How It Benefits Students' Learning and Personal Development:

The KS3 Music curriculum supports students' broader learning and personal development in
numerous ways. Musically, it equips students with the skills and knowledge needed for future study
or personal enjoyment of music. It enhances their creative and critical thinking, develops resilience
through practice and performance, and builds confidence in self-expression.

Socially, Music promotes teamwork, communication, and collaboration through ensemble work and
group performances. It fosters empathy and cultural awareness by exposing students to diverse
musical traditions and perspectives. Students learn to appreciate the role of music in their own lives
and society, enhancing their emotional literacy and helping them to navigate the world with a
deeper understanding of human experiences and emotions.

Music at KS3 is a vital part of holistic development, nurturing both academic achievement and
personal growth.



