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Introduction 
 
Following the completion of their KS3 courses, students embark on two years of 

study which will lead to external examinations. The purpose of this booklet is to   

inform you of the preparation involved in making subject choices and the           

commitment that is needed once those choices are finalised. 

 The selection of subjects must be carefully made as a two year commitment is    

necessary from both students and staff.  It is extremely difficult to change subjects 

or levels once the course has begun.  

Students embarking on examination courses should:- 

  Choose subject preferences wisely 

 

 Students should also: 

      Have a positive attitude to cope with the work demands 

      Ensure that attendance levels are as high as possible 

      Develop organisational skills that enable them to plan their work and time in   

     some detail 

 

Choosing the Best Route 

At Tibshelf Community School, we recognise that our students have different 

skills, different interests and different abilities. Our curriculum is designed to    

maximise the potential of all our students whilst delivering as broad and balanced 

an education as possible. We will be guiding some students down individualised 

pathways to try and maximise their potential and ensure that they choose subjects 

where they are most likely to succeed.  

Unfortunately, we also have to work within the constraints of our budget which 

may mean that not every student will be able to have their first choice option, 

which is why we ask students to provide a second choice as well. We will          

obviously do what we can to ensure that students end up with subjects that they 

want to do, and that will be useful to them. 

Good Reasons Bad Reasons 

Doing well in the subject 
Friends are doing it  

(may end up in different groups) 

Enjoy the subject 
Like the teacher  

(might get a different teacher) 

Future employment 
It’s easy  

(all subjects will get harder) 

Possible A-Levels / College 
courses 

  

Enjoy the particular method of 
assessment 

  



 

 

 
 
 

Pathways 

In order to support students in their subject choices, we have designed a number of 

possible pathways, and placed students into each, depending on their current      

progress and attainment in key subject areas. 

We believe that students who are talented in a Modern Foreign Language should be 

highlighted to continue their studies at GCSE level. We have therefore looked at pro-

gress through KS3, and identified students who we feel would benefit significantly 

from this route. This group have been designated as Pathway 1. Pathway 2 students 

can also choose to follow a Modern Foreign Language, but this is an option, 

amongst other subjects. 

Following Government guidelines, both pathways will also need to study a             

Humanities subject. This is either History or Geography. 

Other subjects are offered as a free option in Block 3. We obviously have to work 

within our budget limitations, so subjects offered will only be able to run if the group 

sizes make the course viable. 
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Options Blocks 

 
 
 

 

    
Pathway 1 

  

  
Pathway 2 

  

  

Block 1 

(6 lessons per fort-
night) 

  
  
  

  

 

  

French GCSE 

  

  
 
  

French GCSE 
  

Geography GCSE 
  

History GCSE 
  

  

  

Block 2 

(6 lessons              
per fortnight) 

  
  
  

  

  

Geography GCSE 

 

History GCSE 

  

Geography GCSE 

Health and Social Care 

History GCSE 

Hospitality and Catering 

Physical Education 

Performing Arts 

  

  

Free Choice 

Block 3 

(6 lessons             
per fortnight) 

  
  
  

  

  

Art 

Business and Enterprise 

Computer Science 

Design and Technology 

Media Studies 

Physical Education 

Performing Arts 

  

  



 

 

 
 

Changes in Education 
 
Changes to Courses 

 

Increasingly some of the courses at GCSE are more challenging. There is            

significant additional content, with much of it at a higher level. For this reason, we 

have allocated additional time for each subject chosen (6 hours for each ‘option’ 

subject and more than this in the core subjects of English, Maths and Science). We 

are also providing a wider range of courses where this is possible, to enhance    

student choice and reduce the burden of terminal exams at the end of Year 11. 

Changes to GCSE Grades 

Changes to current GCSEs are being currently phased in and will affect current 

Year 9’s. The grading system is changing from A*-G to a new 1-9 scale for all    

subjects. 

The first new grades were awarded in Maths, English and English Literature in the 

summer of 2017. By the time students in Year 9 reach the end of Year 11 all of their 

grades will be on the 1-9  system as shown below. 

 

 

 

Level 5 and above = Good Pass 

 

Level 4 and above = Standard Pass 

 

 

 

 

 

New Accountability Measures 

The Government have changed how students and schools will be judged. These 

changes will affect current Year 9. 

An even greater emphasis is being put on obtaining a higher grade (level 4 or 5 or 

above) in English Language and Mathematics. There is also a greater emphasis on 

the EBacc and making progress in eight subjects that include these Ebacc subjects. 



 

 

 

What is the EBacc?  

The “English Baccalaureate” (EBacc) is awarded if students obtain a level 4 or 

above in all of English, Maths, Core and Additional Science, History or Geography 

and any Modern Foreign Language. Obtaining the EBacc will demonstrate that a 

child has a good breath of knowledge which is attractive to high education institutes. 

Whilst we would strongly encourage students capable of studying these qualifying 

subjects, there are always exceptions, and discussions will be held where neces-

sary with parents to ensure suitable pathways are selected. However, our advice 

would be that if a student is capable of doing a language then they should definitely 

be choosing French as one of their options. 

 

Progress 8 Measures 

The new measure will be based on students’ progress measured across their best 

eight subjects as long as these subjects fit into specific areas (known as ‘buckets’). It 

is designed to encourage all students to study a broad and balanced curriculum 

across a range of subject areas. 

For each student the 8 subjects must fit into specific subject combinations shown in 

the diagram below.  

 

English 

English 

Maths 

Maths 

EBacc EBacc EBacc Open Open Open 

English        

(Double 

weighted 

higher score 

from Lang / 

Lit) 

Maths         

(Double 

weighted) 

EBacc qualifications         

(Sciences, Geography,       

History, MFL,                   

Computer  Science) 

Open Group                               

(Any other approved              

qualifications) 



 

 

 

 

Key Staff for Guidance 

 
Name Role Email Address 

Mr Pollard Headteacher m.pollard@tibshelf.derbyshire.sch.uk 

Mr Kenworthy Deputy Headteacher p.kenworthy@tibshelf.derbyshire.sch.uk 

Mr Fischer Assistant Headteacher b.fischer@tibshelf.derbyshire.sch.uk 

Mrs Harrison Director of Key Stage 4 l.harrison@tibshelf.derbyshire.sch.uk 

Mrs Tipping Director of Key Stage 3 l.tipping@tibshelf.derbyshire.sch.uk 

Miss Bancroft Head of Year 9 k.bancroft@tibshelf.derbyshire.sch.uk 

Mr Wallis Careers Co-ordinator g.wallis@tibshelf.derbyshire.sch.uk 

Miss Hosie Pastoral Manager 
 

j.hosie@tibshelf.derbyshire.sch.uk 
 

Mrs Stephenson Information Manager a.stephenson@tibshelf.derbyshire.sch.uk 



 

 

English Language &                       

English Literature GCSE 

Awarding Body  AQA 

Award (equivalent) 2 x GCSEs 
 

Course outline 
Both qualifications are assessed by examination at the end of Year 11. There is no longer any 

Controlled Assessment or coursework element. English Language contains a Speaking and  

Listening element which will be separately reported on exam certificates. 

English Language examines both reading and writing skills and these will be studied and       

developed throughout the course. There will be regular opportunities to practice examination 

techniques throughout the course. 

English Literature requires students to study a Shakespearean play, a 19th Century novel, a 

selection of poetry from the AQA Anthology and a modern novel or play. There will be regular 

opportunities to practice examination techniques throughout the course. 

 

Assessment 
English Language: 

100% Written Papers: 

Paper 1: Explorations in creative reading and writing (50%) 
Paper 2: Writer’s viewpoints and perspectives (non-fiction and literary non-fiction) (50%) 
English Language Speaking and Listening: Presenting, Discussing and Role Play 
 
English Literature 
100% Written Papers: 
Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19

th
 Century Novel (40%) 

Paper 2: Modern texts and Poetry (60%) 
  
English Language and English Literature courses are compulsory. 
 

 

Progression 
All career paths and further education institutions require GCSE in English Language. English 
Language is excellent preparation for GCE English specifications, should students wish to   
continue their studies at A level. 
 
 
For more information please see – Miss Harwood m.harwood@tibshelf.derbyshire.sch.uk 



 

 

Maths & Further Maths                             
GCSE 

Awarding Body  Edexcel/OCR and AQA 

Award (equivalent) 1 x GCSE for Maths and 1 x Level 2 Further Maths 
 

Maths Course outline 
The Edexcel/OCR Linear GCSE course will be followed in Years 10 and 11. 
Students are able to switch between tiers during the course depending on their performance. 
Topics Studied: Number, Algebra, Ratio, proportion and rates of change, Geometry and 
Measures, Statistics and Probability. 
  

Further Maths Course outline 
The AQA Level 2 Certificate in Further Maths places an emphasis on higher order technical 
proficiency, rigorous argument and problem-solving skills. 

Topics Studied: Further Algebra and Geometry, Calculus, Matrices, Trigonometry,  Functions 
and Graphs. 

 

Maths Assessment 
The qualification consists of three equally-weighted written examination papers at either    
Foundation or Higher tier. 
Paper 1 is a non-calculator assessment and a calculator is allowed for Paper 2 and Paper 3. 
Each paper is 1 hour and 30 minutes long. 
Each paper has 80 marks. 
Foundation tier: grades 1 to 5. 
Higher tier: grades 4 to 9. 
  

Further Maths Assessment 
100%  Written Papers: 
40%   Paper 1 – Non-calculator 
60%   Paper 2 – Calculator 
  
This qualification is an untiered qualification. 
 

Progression 
All career paths and further education institutions require GCSE in Maths. GCSE Maths and        
Further Maths provide an excellent preparation for GCE specifications, should students wish to 
continue their studies at A level. 
 
 
For more information please see – Mr Bevilacqua m.bevilacqua@tibshelf.derbyshire.sch.uk 



 

 

Science  

Triple Science GCSE 

Awarding Body  Edexcel 

Award (equivalent) 3 x GCSEs 
 

Course outline 
The students will be studying Separate Science GCSE qualifications in each of the Science 
disciplines, Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 

The courses are available in both Foundation and Higher Tiered papers. 

There are no controlled assessments or coursework elements to the courses, instead the    
students will complete eight (minimum) practical's per science and 15% of the final marks will 
be based on understanding and application of practical skills. 

There is also an increased focus on Mathematical skills and it accounts for 15% of the final 
marks. 

Your child’s position in Triple Science will be determined by the grade obtained in the Summer 
2017 mock examinations. Confirmation of a student’s place will be given on return to school in 
September of 2017. 

 

Assessment 
They will sit six exams in total: 
 
GCSE Biology:   2 Papers 
GCSE Chemistry:  2 papers 
GCSE Physics:  2 papers 
 

 

Progression 
GCSE Science provides an excellent preparation for students who will be studying Science A 
Levels in Year 12 or who will apply to study a science degree at University. 
 
 
For more information please see – Mrs Sinclair e.sinclair@tibshelf.derbyshire.sch.uk 



 

 

Double Science                             
GCSE 

 

Awarding Body  Edexcel 

Award (equivalent) 2 x GCSEs 

 

Course outline 
Combined Science is the new title given to the Double Award qualification and it covers all 
three Science Disciplines. The courses are available in both Foundation and Higher Tiered   
papers. 
There are no longer any controlled assessments or coursework elements, instead the students 
will complete sixteen (minimum) practical's and 15% of the final marks will be based on         
understanding and application of these practical skills. 

There is also an increased focus on Mathematical skills and it will account for 15% of the final 
marks. 
Your child’s position on a pathway is determined by the progress they make during KS3 and 
continuous monitoring of progress during Year 9. It is vital that students are on the correct 
pathway according to their ability and this will be based on progress in the first instance. 

 

Assessment 
They will sit six exams at the end of Year 11: 
 
2 Biology papers 
2 Chemistry papers 
2 Physics papers 
 
Each paper will last 1 hour 10 minutes and is worth 60 marks. 
 

 

Progression 
Science Pathway 2 is a pathway that is suitable for students who may still wish to undertake a 
Science A Level at College or Science Form. 
 
 
For more information please see – Mrs Sinclair e.sinclair@tibshelf.derbyshire.sch.uk 



 

 

Art 

GCSE 

Awarding Body  AQA 

Award (equivalent) 1 x GCSE 
 

Course outline 
Students study an Art and Design Broad Based Course working in two or more areas, including 
Textiles, Fine Art and Three Dimensional Design. This involves students working in the areas 
of Painting, Drawing, Printmaking and Sculpture. 
  
In Year 10, students follow a set scheme of work but with the flexibility to develop their ideas.  
In the final year, students will undertake work of a more self-directed nature, when tasks are 
negotiated with the help of their teachers. 
  
This is a demanding course that requires a considerable amount of commitment and effort, but 
gives a degree of choice and personal satisfaction. 
 

Assessment 
 

60% Portfolio—completed by December in Year 11 

40% Examination during Year 11 

 

All work is finally assessed through an exhibition of their portfolio and set test outcomes. 

 

 
 
 

Progression 
GCSE Art is the starting point for students who may wish to study Art at ‘A’ level and are     
considering a degree or career in Art and Design. Employers will appreciate the skills that    
students will explore and develop whilst completing this course. 
 
 
For more information please see – Mrs Smith h.smith@tibshelf.derbyshire.sch.uk 



 

 

Business Studies 

GCSE 

Awarding Body  Edexcel 

Award (equivalent) 1 x GCSE 

 

Course outline 
Students will be introduced to the world of small businesses and will look at what makes   
someone a successful business person. They will find out how to develop an idea and spot an       
opportunity and turn that into a successful business. Students will understand how to make a 
business effective and manage money and see how the world around us affects small         
businesses and all the people involved.  They will learn about how small businesses are        
developed and discover how businesses promote themselves and keep their customers happy. 
They will also study how businesses manage both their finances and the people who work for 
them. 
Students will develop a range of personal and practical skills essential for successful             
performance in business and the workplace in general. Students may even be inspired to start 
their own business and work for themselves. 
 

Assessment 
There are two units: 
  
Unit 1 – Investigating Small Businesses - will be assessed by an external 1 hour 30      
minute written examination consisting of calculations, multiple-choice, short answer and  
extended answer questions with a total of 90 marks and worth 50% of the total GCSE. 
  
Unit 2 – Building a Business - will be assessed by an external 1 hour 30 minute written       
examination consisting of calculations, multiple-choice, short answer and  
extended answer questions with a total of 90 marks and worth 50% of the total GCSE. 
 
 

 

Progression 
GCSE Business leads naturally to GCE Business, BTEC Nationals in Business as well as 
courses in ICT. Job opportunities include traineeships and apprenticeships in Finance,        
Business Administration and numerous clerical occupations. 
 
For more information please see – Mr Tideswell l.tideswell@tibshelf.derbyshire.sch.uk 



 

 

Computer Science 

GCSE 

Awarding Body  OCR 

Award (equivalent) 1 x GCSE 
 

 

Course outline 
 

Computer systems  

Systems Architecture, Memory, Storage, Wired and wireless networks, Network topologies   

protocols and layers, System security, System software, Ethical, legal, cultural and                

environmental concerns . 

Computational thinking, algorithms and programming  

Algorithms, Programming techniques, Producing robust programs, Computational logic,    

Translators and facilities of languages, Data representation.  

Programming project 
Programming techniques, Analysis, Design, Development, Testing and evaluation and         
conclusions. 
 

 

Assessment 
 
Unit 1 – Computer Systems - will be assessed by a 90 minute examination with a total of 80 
marks and worth 40% of the total GCSE. 
  
Unit 2 – Computational Thinking, Algorithms and Programming – will be assessed by a 90 
minute examination with a total of 80 marks and worth 40% of the total GCSE. 
  
Unit 3 – Programming Project – is a project completed over 20 hours with a total of 40 marks 
and worth 20% of the total GCSE. 

 
Progression 
Computer Science is now part of the English Baccalaureate. This qualification is an  
excellent stepping stone towards a Computing A Level 
 
 
For more information please see – Mr Moses s.moses@tibshelf.derbyshire.sch.uk 



 

 

Drama 

GCSE 

Awarding Body  AQA 

Award (equivalent) 1 x GCSE 
 

Course outline 
The course is designed to offer students an opportunity to express themselves physically and 
vocally in performance whilst, at the same time, allowing them to grow in confidence in         
self-expression and  creativity. 
  
Students will be expected to produce evaluations and will be required to analyse a key GCSE 
play. Students will also be expected to go and see live productions and produce plays for live 
performance. 
  
During Year 10, students will study a variety of theatrical styles. They will review live                
performances and study a set text. 
During Year 11, students will complete a devised piece of drama along with a written log of 
progress. They will also perform a scripted piece to a moderator. 
 

Assessment 
 

40% Written exam comprising three sections: 
A – Multiple Choice questions on Key Drama words 
B – Analysis of key text 
C – Review of live theatre  
60% Controlled Assessment – 
Students are required to:  
Produce a devised piece and a written log (30% of final mark). 
Produce and perform a scripted drama (20% of final mark). 
Evaluate and review this performance through a written piece (10% of final mark). 
 

 
 
 

Progression 
GCSE Drama is excellent preparation for GCE specifications, should students wish to continue 
their studies at A level. 
 
 
For more information please see – Mr Weston t.weston@tibshelf.derbyshire.sch.uk 



 

 

Food Preparation               

and Nutrition GCSE 

Awarding Body  WJEC (Eduqas) 

Award (equivalent) 1 x GCSE 
 

Course outline 
This course equips the students to cook and apply the principle of food science, nutrition and 
healthy eating.  The course will encourage students to cook and make informed decisions 
about food and nutrition and allows them to gain knowledge in   order to be able to feed    
themselves and others affordably and nutritiously, now and later in life. 

The six key areas of study are: 

1. Plan, prepare and cook a variety of food 

2. Functional properties and chemical characteristic of food 

3. Links between diet, nutrition and health 

4. Influences on food availability 

5. Food safety in preparing, processing, storing cooking and serving food 

6. Explore a range of food to create and modify existing recipes 

 

Assessment 
There is one tier of assessment covering grades 9-1 
50% Written examination (1 hour 45 minutes) – Principles of food preparation and nutrition 
50% Controlled Assessment – Two Projects 

Assessment 1 – 15% 
Food Investigation –Investigate the working characteristics, functional and chemical properties 
of ingredients 1500 - 2000 word report with photographical evidence 
  
Assessment 2 – 35% 
Food Preparation Assessment: Research, plan, prepare and make a three course meal a    
portfolio which includes photographical evidence and documents supporting the      
chosen dishes 
 

 
 

Progression 
Studying food preparation and nutrition can lead to exciting and well paid careers; Chefs, Food 
product developer, Buyers, Food safety inspectors, Nutritionist, Dieticians, Quality managers, 
Food engineer, Food scientist, Food photographer, Food stylist, Hotel and restaurant manager 
as well as many more opportunities, for more information visit: http://tastycareers.org.uk 

 
For more information please see – Mrs Sampson a.sampson@tibshelf.derbyshire.sch.uk 

http://tastycareers.org.uk


 

 

French and German  

GCSE 

 

Awarding Body  AQA 

Award (equivalent) 1 x GCSE 
 

Course outline 
In Years 10 and 11 the Modern Languages Department offers both French and  German to 
GCSE level. 

Both courses place great emphasis on practical language skills and each student will develop 
the ability to read, write, listen and speak in the foreign language. 

There is a strong emphasis on culture and identity, as well as independence and interaction in 
all skill areas. Students will be expected to apply language in personal, academic and           
employment related contexts with a strong focus on spontaneous talk. Translation forms part of 
the course in a very dynamic, meaning-focussed way and wide, rich sources are used to inform 
and inspire pupils. 

Students will become proficient in dealing with many different situations. The emphasis will be 
on the practical nature of the language but backed up by a thorough knowledge of grammar. 

 

Assessment 
Both French and German 
  
25%   Speaking – examined during Year 11 
25%   Writing – examined during Year 11 
25%   Listening – examined during Year 11 
25%   Reading – examined during Year 11 
  
All four skills will count for 25% of the marks and in speaking and writing, at least 10% of the 

marks will be allocated to the knowledge and application of grammar. All MFL GCSEs are tiered 

with a Foundation and Higher tier. Each student is permitted to take assessments in either the 

Foundation or Higher tier only. 

 

Progression 
A language qualification is necessary to qualify for the EBacc Award and both language GCSEs 
are excellent preparation for GCE specifications, should students wish to continue their studies 
at A level. 
 
For more information please see – Mrs Jacquemart 

a.jacquemart@tibshelf.derbyshire.sch.uk 



 

 

Geography  

GCSE 

 

Awarding Body  OCR (Geography Specification B) 

Award (equivalent) 1 x GCSE 
 

Course outline 
There are three compulsory units to the course.  These are as follows:- 
  
Our Natural World - which deals with global hazards, changing climate, distinctive landscapes, 
sustaining ecosystems, fieldwork and geographical skills. 
People and Society - which contains urban features, dynamic development, UK in the 
21

st
 century, resource reliance, fieldwork and geographical skills. 

Geographical Exploration – which deals with geographical skills and a decision making      
exercise. 
  
The main aim of our Geography Syllabus is to assist in the preparation of the students for life in 
a modern society which demands flexibility, adaptability and the ability to work with others. 

This Syllabus also recognises that Geography is not merely concerned with knowledge,         
understanding and skills but also in helping young people to explore and develop values 
and attitudes. 

 

Assessment 
  
Three written papers: 
  
Paper 1: Our Natural World a 75 minute written paper worth 35% of the total GCSE. 
Paper 2: People and Society a 75 minute written paper worth 35% of the total GCSE. 
Paper 3: Geographical Exploration a 90 minute paper worth 30% of the total GCSE. 
 

Progression 
A Humanities qualification is necessary to qualify for the EBacc Award and Geography GCSE is 
excellent preparation for GCE specifications, should students wish to continue their studies at A 
level. 
 
For more information please see – Mr Woodhouse 

d.woodhouse@tibshelf.derbyshire.sch.uk 



 

 

Health & Social Care 

OCR Cambridge National 

 

Awarding Body  OCR 

Award (equivalent) Level 1/2 at Pass/Merit/Distinction 
 

Course outline 
Cambridge Nationals in Health and Social Care will equip learners with specialist knowledge and skills 

for the workplace in a health and social care setting. The course will challenge all learners, including 

high attaining individuals by introducing them to a range of new concepts and experiences. This will   

include: encouraging independent learning, creativity and gaining knowledge on challenging aspects of 

the Health and Social Care curriculum e.g. values of care, current legislation requirements,               

communication skills and encouraging individual rights. The aim is for students to gain a sound 

knowledge of health and social care environments and be able to apply this knowledge in future study 

and/or employment.  

Assessment 

Mandatory modules:  

RO21: Essential values of care for use with individuals in care settings  

Written exam paper 

OCR set and marked 

1 hour paper worth 60 marks  

RO22: Communicating and working with individuals in health, social care and early years settings  

Centre assessed task  

OCR moderated  

Approximately 10 hours (class-based)  

2 option modules to be completed from the following list:  

RO23: Understanding body systems and disorders  

RO24: Pathways for providing care in health, social care and early years settings  

RO25: Understanding life stages 

RO26: Planning for employment in health, social care and children and young people’s workforce  

RO27: Creative activities to support individuals in health, social care and early years settings  

RO28: Understanding the development and protection of young children in an early years setting  

RO29: Understanding the nutrients needed for good health  

RO31: Using basic first aid procedures  

 

Progression 
This OCR Cambridge National Certificate (Level 1/Level 2) provides a suitable basis for further study in 
Health and Social Care or related courses which includes: A Level, Level 3 qualifications, NVQs and/or 
Apprenticeships.  

 
For more information please see – Miss Hartland l.hartland@tibshelf.derbyshire.sch.uk 



 

 

History  

GCSE 

 

Awarding Body  OCR 

Award (equivalent) 1 x GCSE 
 

Course outline 
There are five compulsory units to the course.  These are as follows:- 
  
The People’s Heath c.1250 to present 
The Elizabethans 1580-1603 
The Making of America 1789-1900 
Living Under Nazi Rule 1933-1945 
A study of the historic environment- location Tibshelf and surrounding area 
  
The aim of the Department is to maximise every child's potential. To this end a variety of    
teaching and learning methods are used in order to maintain interest. Students will develop a 
good knowledge of History but will also build up vital skills for the next stage of their               
development. 
 

Assessment 
Each of the five units of study is worth 20% of the total GCSE 

Paper 1 (40%): 

The People’s Heath 

The Elizabethans 

  

Paper 2 (20%) 

The Historic environment 

  

Paper 3 (40%) 

The Making of America 

Life under Nazi Rule 

 

Progression 
A Humanities qualification is necessary to qualify for the EBacc Award and History GCSE is  
excellent preparation for GCE specifications, should students wish to continue their studies at A 
level. The new GCSE provides opportunity for a wider study of History, which further supports 
progress to A Level. 
 
For more information please see – Mrs Bradley s.bradley@tibshelf.derbyshire.sch.uk 



 

 

Media Studies  

GCSE 

 

Awarding Body  AQA 

Award (equivalent) 1 x GCSE 
 

Course outline 
The GCSE in Media Studies is an ideal introduction to the subject for anyone who wants to 

work in any aspect of the media industries: Film, TV, Radio, Advertising and Marketing, the 

Press, Photography, Computer Games, the Web and Music. It provides valuable life skills in 

both the understanding and production aspects of these essential parts of modern life. 

Students will work with professional quality, industry standard equipment including   Canon 

DSLR cameras and a Panasonic HD video camera. They will work mainly on Apple Mac     

computers and iPads and use software such as Photoshop CS6 and iStopMotion, as well as 

iMovie and Final Cut Pro for film editing. 

There may be an opportunity to visit the National Media Museum in Bradford. 

Assessment 
The course consists of one externally assessed unit on a set topic and three internally           

assessed controlled assessment assignments. The exam topic in 2018 will be TV Serial Drama. 

The external exam is worth 40% of the overall marks. 

The controlled assessment assignments are:- 

Introduction to the Media (Web Pages) 

Cross-media Study (Computer Games Promotion) 

Practical Production and Evaluation. 

  

Students can choose their own topic for their practical production piece from any of the media 

areas not previously covered. The most popular options are: 

 A three minute animated or live action music video 

 A four page magazine 

 Three print adverts 
 

Progression 
This course is an excellent preparation for anyone considering studying A levels or Level 3 
BTEC at college or sixth form, especially in Media Studies, English, Computing or Business 
Studies.  
 
For more information please see – Mrs Holland j.holland@tibshelf.derbyshire.sch.uk 



 

 

PE  

GCSE 

 

Awarding Body  AQA 

Award (equivalent) 1 x GCSE 
 

Course outline 
 
The GCSE PE specification is a two-year linear course with two examinations taking place at 
the end of the course. 
It is a course that is designed to provide students with the opportunity to develop and maintain 

a healthy and active lifestyle and gain an understanding of the importance of PE and Sport.  

Students learn by completing classroom based theory lessons as well as practical activities. 

Students should have a keen interest in sport and common issues that are associated with the 

subject. 

 

Assessment 
  
60% Two Written exams: 
Paper 1: 1 hour 15 minutes- Anatomy and Physiology. 
Paper 2: 1 hour 15 minutes – Sport Psychology and Socio-cultural issues. 
  

40% Controlled Assessment - Performance in Physical Education and an Analysis of           

Performance. 

Examples of activities/sports that can be assessed: football, rugby, netball, skiing,  

snowboarding, cycling, boxing, trampolining. 

 

 
Progression 
GCSE P.E. allows students to progress to higher level qualifications, such as the Advanced 
GCEs in P.E., as well as qualifications such as Diplomas in Sport and Active Leisure, and  
qualifications with a vocational focus, such as BTEC Firsts and Nationals in Sport or Sport and 
Exercise Sciences. 
 
For more information please see – Miss Fearn s.fearn@tibshelf.derbyshire.sch.uk 



 

 

Product Design 

GCSE 

 

Awarding Body  AQA 

Award (equivalent) 1 x GCSE 
 

Course outline 
The fundamental aim of this course is to provide the opportunity to assess a student’s Design 
and Technology capability and to fully reward imagination, innovation and flair. 
  
A significant proportion of the course is theory based with a final written examination as detailed 
below. Underpinning the theoretical aspect of the course is an emphasis on developing students’ 
designing and making capabilities through the use of modern materials and ICT. Students will 
work on projects which build on their skills in Graphics, Resistant Materials and Electronics. 
  
Sketching and model making techniques will be taught throughout the course and will build on 
the experience gained in lower school. 
 

Assessment 
 There is one tier of assessment covering grades 1-9. 
50% Written exam – covering all aspects of Product Design, from properties of materials to 
branding and packaging 
50% Controlled Assessment - Design and Making assignment 

Students are required to identify a "need" or problem to solve, and then design and make a 
product to provide a solution to that problem. 
  
This work will involve the identification of a real problem, research and investigations and the 
proposal of several design solutions, selection of the most appropriate design and the eventual 
construction of this solution, followed by an evaluation of the product produced. 
 

 

Progression 
GCSE Product Design provides an excellent route into GCE Product Design.  
 
For more information please see – Mrs Hibbard h.hibbard@tibshelf.derbyshire.sch.uk 



 

 

Sport 

OCR Cambridge National 

Awarding Body  OCR 

Award (equivalent) Level 1/2 at Pass/Merit/Distinction 
 

Course outline 
  
The new generation OCR Cambridge National is equivalent to one GCSE grade A* - C.  It is 

largely a theory based course with practical elements.  It provides a good basis to go on to a 

more advanced work-related qualification e.g. BTEC National Diploma or a qualification in Lei-

sure and Recreation. 

What will students learn? 
There are a range of units that will be studied to create a portfolio of evidence. This can include 
reports, posters, leaflets and written research essays. 
  

Students who are successful on this course could go on to careers working in Sport Centres, 

Leisure Centres and Outdoor Activities Centres 

 

Assessment 
  
25% Written examination based on Injury in Sport 
  
75% Continuous Assessment of the following units: 

 Effects of exercise on the body systems 

 Applying principles of training 

 Sports Nutrition 

The other units are assessed by the completion of assignments that are based on realistic 

workplace situations, activities and demands. 

 

Progression 
This qualification provides a suitable basis for further study of Level 3 vocational qualifications, 
such as BTEC Nationals, specifically the Edexcel BTEC Level 3 in Sport (QCF) or Edexcel 
BTEC Level 3 in Sport and Exercise. 
 
For more information please see – Mrs Kenworthy p.kenworthy@tibshelf.derbyshire.sch.uk 



 

 

Food and Cookery  

 

Awarding Body  NCFE 

Award (equivalent) 1 x V Cert at Pass, Merit or Distinction 
 

Course outline 

This qualification is designed for students who have an interest in food and cookery. It will     

provide students with experience of using different cooking techniques and methods.  It will give 

them a basic understanding of the skills required for a career in food. 

The four key areas which will be covered are: 

1. Preparing to cook 

2. Understanding food 

3. Exploring balanced diets 

4. Plan and produce dishes in response to a brief 

 

Assessment 
 
75% Portfolio of 3 units internally assessed over the course duration  
Unit 1 – Preparing to cook 
Unit 2 – Understanding food 
Unit 4 – Plan and produce dishes in response to a brief 
 
25% Exam in the November of the second year  

Unit 3 – Exploring balanced diets 

 

 
 

Progression 
Careers linked to food are many and varied, some options you could consider are working in 
the hospitality and catering industry preparing food for restaurants and hotels; If you have an 
interest in health and well-being you could extend your skills to working as a dietician, advising 
how to modify eating habits; alternatively you could work in research and development looking 
at foods of the future.  
 
For more information please see – Mrs Sampson a.sampson@tibshelf.derbyshire.sch.uk 


